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Quarries inspire cultural collaboration

Legacy of Dumfriesshire sandstone explored in music, poetry and primmakiﬂg

Duringtheisﬂlcennny,sandswnewasuanspomdﬁomDumﬁiesalﬁreqtmniwto
America's east coast where it was used extensively for construction in New York City

umfriesshire's
sandstone quarries
are the inspiration
- for a new
transatlantic cultural
collaboration involving music,
poetry and printmaking.

Sandstone Steps explores
the legacy of Scottish stone
and stone carvers in New York.

Artist and printmaker Hugh
Bryden, from Dumfries, has
teamed up with New York
artist Maddy Rosenberg to
spearhead the project, which
aims to produce a limited
series of artist’s books taking
the form of sandstone steps.
The “steps” are in fact three
drawers containing music, art
and poetry.

Penpont poet Hugh
MacMillan is collaborating with

JoAnne McFarland, a writer
from New York, on the poetry
collection about the people
who travelled from Scotland
with the sandstone.

Born and raised in
Dumfries, musician Ben
Bryden lives in New York and
is inspired by the influences of
Scots music and jazz which
have crossed and re-crossed
the Atlantic. Working with New
York based Rohin Khemani, he
has produced new music for
the project.

A Crowdfunder for
Sandstone Steps was launched
in early August (see www.
hughbryden.com) and pop-up
exhibitions and performances
are scheduled for the Annan
History Town Festival on
August 12 and 13, at The
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Smithy on Dumfries High Street
on August 16, 17 and 18 and at
Kirkcudbright Galleries from
August 26 to September 24.

During the 19th century,
sandstone was transported
from Dumfriesshire quarries to
America's east coast where it
was used extensively for
construction in New York City
and New York State.

Sandstone from Corsehill
Quarry near Annan was, for
example, used for the state's
Capitol building in Albany,
with its spectacular Great
Western Staircase. Records
show that among the 500 stone
cutters and carvers who
worked on its elaborate
carvings, were men from
Lochmaben, Creca and
Brydekirk.
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WATERSTONES
BOOK OF THE
MONTH

A COUNTRY OF
ETERNAL LIGHT
Shortlisted for The Age
Fiction Book of the Year
2023 and Waterstones
Scottish Book of the Month
for August.

Margaret Bryce has been
having a hard time since
dying in 2014, and now she’s
revisiting her past from the
vantage point of the afterlife,
in a fiercely original
exploration of the way a
person’s life is construct:
ed

A bitingly funny and
poignant novel about life,
death, what we choose to
remember - and what we'd
do anything to forget.
Review by Rhona Marshall
A Country of Eternal Light by
Paul Dalgarno, ISBN
9781846976438, £9.99
(paperback)




